Houston County Commissioners Meeting

May 7, 2013
Perry, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker and County Attorney Mike Long.  
Commissioner Walker led the audience in the Invocation.
Airman First Class Connor Henner, active duty Air Force, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military service as a Cyber Transport Technician (communications network technician).  He has been in the service for two years and Robins Air Force Base is his first duty assignment.  He is scheduled to go to the Air Force Academy for five years to work on his aeronautical engineering degree.  Airman Henner stated that both his mother and his father served in the Air Force and he felt that it was his duty to serve as well.  He also commended the Middle Georgia community for the fantastic support that it shows its military members.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of April 16, 2013.
Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Re-Zoning Application #1704 submitted by Chad Bryant and Sean Rollins.  The property is described as LL 74, of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Tract 1 on a Plat of Survey for CCCCT Investments, LLC, consisting of 20.21 acres.  Existing use is residential R-1, vacant land.  Proposed use is Re-Zoning to allow for development of the property with R-AG zoning. The Planning and Zoning Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1704.  Mr. Andrews stated that Mr. Kidd, the president of the Homeowner’s Association of Southfield Plantation, supports the rezoning.  Chairman Stalnaker clarified that there was no existing infrastructure as far as roads or sewer services to these proposed lots.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Re-Zoning Application #1704.

Applicant Chad Bryant stated that he plans on making three developable lots and that he would construct his private residence on one of them.  Each lot would be a large estate type lot of 6 to 7 acres.  

Chairman Stalnaker clarified that the water meters would have to be set a certain distance from the house and that the County would not be responsible for the maintenance of the long driveways necessary for the flag lots.  He also cautioned the applicant about providing proper signage at the road to clearly mark addresses for fire and ambulance services.
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Mr. Walker asked about the size of the lake.  Applicant stated approximately 10 acres.
Mr. Thomson asked the applicant whether he was aware of the possible flood issues.  Applicant stated that he was aware of the possible issues.

Mr. McMichael asked about the ownership of the lake.  Applicant stated that the Homeowner’s Association of Southfield Plantation owned the lake.

Chief Williams cautioned the applicant about maintaining proper access lanes for fire trucks.

Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar advised applicant that Advanced Disposal would pick up the trash containers only if placed in the Right-of-Way of the road.

There was no opposition.
There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1704.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1705 submitted by Bryant Bledsoe on behalf of ABS Farms.  The property is located at 2801 Hwy. 41 South, Elko, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 181, of the 14th Land District of Houston County, Georgia on a Plat of Survey for CT Kersey by Surveyor Milton Beckham, consisting of 1.08 acres.  Existing use is agricultural, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for an Antenna with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval Application #1705. 

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant had already erected the 180-foot tower for the purposes of providing auto-steer coverage for farm tractors and then applied for an electrical permit to convert it from solar to grid electric.  At this point it was discovered that the height of the tower required a special exception.  Mr. Andrews pointed out that the antenna would not be a flight hazard for Robins Air Force Base or the Perry-Houston County Airport and that FAA approval had been obtained.
Mr. McMichael inquired whether the applicant planned on renting out antenna space to others.  Mr. Andrews replied that the tower design would not support other tenants.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1705.

Applicant Bryant Bledsoe spoke in favor of the application and explained the purpose of the tower in greater detail.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1705.
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Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1706 submitted by Shereen & Sean Shannon. The property is located at 80 Sweet Bay Road Kathleen, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 102, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 10, Phase 3, Section 1 of Magnolia Hills Subdivision, consisting of .96 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Shaved Ice Vending Truck Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1706 subject to Houston County Health Department’s approval and commercial vehicle stored in garage or rear yard.
Mr. Andrews stated that the applicants will be operating a shaved ice vending truck business and that they planned on servicing different events such as church and sporting events.  He also stated that Health Department approval was required since the ice would not be pre-packaged when served.  

Chairman Stalnaker asked for clarification on whether a food service permit would be required from the Health Department.  Mr. Andrews stated that it would be required.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1706.

Applicant Sean Shannon presented a letter that he received from the Health Department approving his plans for the mobile food service.  A permit will be granted when certain conditions required by the inspector have been met.  The applicant also presented color photos of the vending truck and of the intended parking area at his home.  The applicant stated that the truck would not physically fit in his garage.
Mr. McMichael asked if the Health Department had to inspect the truck and post a health rating.  Applicant indicated that they would require him to post the rating in a conspicuous place in the truck.  

Mr. Walker asked how often he would be inspected.  Applicant indicated that there would be an initial inspection followed by random inspections in the future.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve application #1706 subject to Houston Health Department approval, the commercial vehicle is to be stored in the garage or in the rear yard and no signage.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1707 submitted by Mr. Benjamin L. Simmons.  The property is located at 90 Whippoorwill Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 91, 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 6, Block “C”, Section 2, Phase 2 of Quail Pointe Subdivision, consisting of 1.248 acres. Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Dog Training Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1707 subject to no dogs being trained at the home and no signage allowed.  
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Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a dog training business with no clients coming to the house.  He also stated that the applicant personally owned one dog.  
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1707.

Applicant Mr. Benjamin L. Simmons stated that he would be utilizing a humane method of obedience training and that he would not be training any dogs at his home.
Mr. Walker asked if he would focus on behavioral modifications.  The applicant replied yes.
There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1707 subject to no dogs being trained at the home and no signage.  

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Re-Zoning Application #1708 submitted by Robert Story for Oconee Capital.  The property is described as LL 55 of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Parcel “A” on a Plat of Survey for Oconee Capital,

consisting of 101.73 acres.  Existing use is residential R-1, vacant land.  Proposed use is Re-Zoning for a Residential Development with R-2 zoning.  The Planning and Zoning Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1708 subject to public sewer being made available by the City of Warner Robins and a street tie-in being made available on adjacent property to the North.

Mr. Andrews explained that the R-2 zoning would mandate public sewer availability.  Houston County Public Works recommends that there be a condition placed on the developer to plan for and have connectivity with the adjoining subdivision to the North which would require the other developer to be put on notice and for him to plan and design his future phases to achieve this interconnectivity.  

Chairman Stalnaker expressed concerns that the northern secondary access needed to be built to prevent traffic overload on Davidson Road.  The Board shared these same concerns.  County Attorney Mike Long asked Mr. Andrews if it presented any problems with the application if it was tabled until the next Board meeting on May 21st.  Mr. Andrews stated that it would not be an issue.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Re-Zoning Application #1708.

Applicant was not present.
Mr. Chad Bryan, 213 West Park Drive, Perry, spoke in favor of the application.  He stated that he owns the adjoining property and that he was supportive as a neighbor.

There was no opposition.
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There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to table Re-Zoning Application #1708 submitted by Robert Story on behalf of Oconee Capital to allow for additional information to be presented concerning secondary access.
Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1709 submitted by Mr. John Michael Bullard.  The property is located at 123 Brittany Drive Perry, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 188, of the 13th Land District of Houston County, Lot 13, Block “A”, Section No. 1 of Devonwood Subdivision, consisting of 1.618 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Forestry Consulting Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1709 subject to no employees and no signage at the home. 

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a forestry consulting business and would have a home office only.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1709.
Applicant was in attendance and spoke in favor of the Application.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if this was a new line of business.  Applicant stated that he was retired from the forestry industry after 37 years and that he has an opportunity to do some consulting on such things as tree farm plans.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1709 subject to no employees and no signage at the home.
Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1710 submitted by Callie Rackley.  The property is located at 300 Third Street, Elko, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 204, of the 13th Land District of Houston County, Lot 124, 125, 126, 174 & a Portion of Lot 173 on a Plat of Survey for Ramard R. Rackley & Charlene H. Rackley, consisting of .551 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Wedding and Event Planning Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1710 subject to no clients or signage at the home. 

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1710.

Applicant Callie Rackley was present and spoke in favor of application.  She indicated that the home would basically serve as just a mailing address for the business.  She would have no clients at home and all events would take place at the client’s venue.

Mr. Walker asked how she would advertise.  The applicant stated that she would utilize social networking, a website, word of mouth and also that she was a member of the Association of Bridal Consultants.
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Mr. Thomson asked if all supplies and materials would be sent directly to the client’s venue and not be received at the home.  Applicant replied yes.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1710 subject to no clients at the home and no signage.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1711 submitted by Mr. Steve Williams.  The property is at located 315 Briarmoor Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 116, of the 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 5, Block “B”, of Carter Woods West Subdivision, consisting of .574 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Business Development Company with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1711 subject to no clients coming to his home.

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would have a home office only and would not have clients at the home.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1711.  

Applicant Mr. Steve Williams spoke in favor of the application.

Chairman Stalnaker asked about neighborhood covenants.  The applicant stated that the homeowner’s association had attended the P & Z meeting and that they approve of his application.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1711 subject to no clients or signage at the home.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve a request from the Houston County Roads Department to hire Mr. Daniel Eberhart for the vacant position of Heavy Equipment Operator at a Grade 13-D, $31,595.20 annually, effective May 8, 2013.

Chairman Stalnaker stated that making such a pay grade change effective in the middle of a pay period is difficult for both Personnel and Accounting staff and that it would be better in the future if effective dates were made as of the first day of the next payroll period. 

Mr. Walker agreed but thought that it might also create problems for the department head if done that way.  Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar stated that this particular employee had been hired a short while ago at the A step and that this would simply put him at the D step giving him credit for his work experience.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to add an agenda item regarding step increases for employees.
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Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve a new policy regarding step increases for employees such that the effective date for an employee being granted a step increase for any reason be made effective on the first day of the next payroll period.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the necessary documents granting an easement for right-of-way of 0.049 acres on Parcel 37 to Georgia Transmission on the Sandefur Road Transmission Line project subject to a meeting with Mr. Pittman, Land and Legal Rights Coordinator for Georgia Transmission, to discuss arrangement.  There are to be no structures located on the easement with only the transmission line crossing over the property.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign Contract Change Order #2 on the Wimberly Road construction contract for additional time for completion.  The change order will result in a 62 day extension with the new contract time to be 242 calendar days ending on July 12, 2013.  There will be no change in contract price.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Standard Utility Agreement with the Georgia DOT relating to the inclusion of the waterline relocation and/or installation in the widening of SR96 from I-75 (Peach County line) to just west of Lake Joy Road [DOT project #STP00-0155-01(021)].  

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to award a bid for storm drain repair work in Statham’s Landing subdivision to John R. Walker, Inc. of Macon, Georgia for the total net amount of $78,358.20.  Chairman Stalnaker is authorized to sign all contract documents.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,310,542.33.  One bill for Houston Orthopedic will be held for further review.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
Chief Jimmy Williams briefed the Board on the new volunteer recruit class that will start tonight and hopefully culminate in the graduation of a certain number of recruits in November.  He also reminded the Board of the District Fire Chiefs meeting to be held on Monday, May 13, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

Chairman Stalnaker asked Chief Williams about the performance of his newest fire truck.  Chief Williams stated that it was performing well except for a few minor issues that have been addressed.

Purchasing Agent Mark Baker briefed the Board on the status of the Nola Brantley Library renovation project stating that it remains on schedule.

There being no public comments the meeting was continued.
Chairman Stalnaker wished Commissioner Walker a happy birthday (May 6th).  He also briefed the Board on the outlook for the FY2014 budget stating that revenues are simply not growing in relation to increasing expenses.  Reductions in expenses will be required since the only other alternative would be to raise taxes.
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The Board was unified against the idea of raising taxes to balance the budget.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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